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International Symposium on New Refrigerants and Environmental Technology 2010 

The International Symposium on New Refrigerants and 

Environmental Technology organized by the Japan 

Refrigeration and Air Conditioning Industry 

Association (JRAIA) was held on December 2 and 3 at 

the International Conference Center in Kobe, Japan. 

This symposium was created as a venue for presenting 

the latest environmental technology on an 

international scale. At the same time, it is a place for 

exchanging information of related areas among people 

both in Japan and other countries who are tackling environmental issues such as global warming and 

energy conservation. About 500 people attended the two-day symposium. Following opening remarks by 

JRAIA Chairman, Hidetoshi Arima and Vice-mayor of Kobe, Yoshihiro Koshiba, a keynote address was 

given by Shigeharu Minagawa of the Ministry of Economy, Trade and Industry (METI) on Japan’s F-gas 

policy.  

Next, Stephen R. Yurek, AHRI president and CEO, gave a second keynote address titled ‘Beyond HFCs: 

Mapping the Future of Refrigerants.’ And then, ten technical sessions took place, which were 

Environmental Issue 1&2, New Refrigerants 1&2, Lubricants and Compressors 1&2, Energy 

Conservation 1&2, Heat Pump, and Mobile Air Conditioners. Speakers from home and overseas gave 

valuable presentation on the latest situation of new refrigerants development, advanced technology, 

legislation and so on. The next symposium will be expected in 2012. 

 

The 4th Three Associations’ Meeting 

 The Japan Refrigeration and Air Conditioning Industry 

Association (JRAIA), the China Refrigeration and 

Air-conditioning Industry Association (CRAA), and the Korea 

Refrigeration and Air Conditioning Industry Association 

(KRAIA) held their 4th annual meeting at the International 

Conference Center in Kobe, Japan on December 1. This Three 

Associations’ Meeting had been proposed by JRAIA in 2006 to 

establish closer relationship between 3 associations. Since the 

1st meeting took place in Korea in 2007, it has been annually 

held. Three parties exchanged the information on industry 

statistics, introduced the current status on HCFCs phase-out 

and other relevant policies in each country, and discussed 
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possible next generation refrigerants.  

The three associations put emphasis on cooperating in the refrigerant control and sharing the 

information about the research progress of next generation refrigerants. The next three association’s 

meeting will be held in autumn 2011 in Korea. 
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